
2013 AnnuAl RepoRt
Dear Supporters, 

We are pleased to present you with Grow Pittsburgh’s third annual 
report. The last year was marked by significant and exciting changes 
at our organization that will no doubt have far reaching effects on the 
urban agriculture community as a whole. 

By the numbers, it was a great year for us. We started four new 
community gardens in partnership with local residents, bringing 
the grand total since the program’s inception in 2010 to 16.  
We also hosted 28 free workshops in conjunction with that 
program over the course of the season. Our Edible Schoolyard 
program launched an Affiliate Program in response to increasing 
demand for school garden programming, and welcomed four new 
schools for our pilot year. 

On the production side, our team was hard at work obliterating our 
numbers for both pounds of food grown and sales of produce, in 
particular to local community members in Braddock and Homewood, 
where our sites are based. We saw a 30 percent increase in revenue 
from farm stands at Braddock Farms and the Shiloh Farm and Frick 
Greenhouse. In total, we grew nearly 6 tons of produce in 2013—an 
increase of over 2 tons of food from last year. 

This success couldn’t have happened without assistance from interns 
and apprentices in Grow Pittsburgh’s Urban Farmer in Training and 
Urban Farm Apprentice Programs, which in total graduated 12  
budding growers in 2013. 

Internally, at the beginning of the year we adopted an ambitious, 
three-year strategic plan that was the result of a full year of work  
surveying our stakeholders, interviewing key partners, and  
brainstorming amongst staff and board about the path forward for 
Grow Pittsburgh. 

We rewrote our mission statement – to teach people how to grow 
food and promote the benefits gardens bring to our neighborhoods – 
in a nod to simplicity and also to reflect that in the end, Grow  
Pittsburgh is firstly about people, and connecting people to food 
through community. 

As we work in 2014 to achieve the goals in our strategic plan, you’ll 
see us focusing on ensuring local growers have access to the resources 
and knowledge they need to be successful; advocating for grower 
needs at all levels of government, and ensuring that all people in the 
region, regardless of age or background, have an opportunity to  
connect to Grow Pittsburgh and its programs.

There’s much more to report on the pages that follow. We hope you’ll 
take a look. As always, thank YOU for your support of Grow  
Pittsburgh. We could not do this without you!

Warmly,

Julie Butcher Pezzino, Executive Director

Claudia Saladin, Chair, Board of Directors  
and the entire staff and board at Grow Pittsburgh



.. Partnered with Greater  
PittsburGh Community  
Food bank to distribute 3,025  
seedlings to 1,350 people at 3 of their 
Plant to People events

.. 4 new Community Gardens were 
started for a total of 16 community 
gardens since the inception of the City 
Growers program

.. 28 Garden workshoPs were facilitated 
at the City Growers community gardens

.. 5.3 tons oF Fresh Food were grown 
by 9 community gardens in our City 
Growers program

.. Partnered with GteCh strateGies 
to host a Bike & Bus Tour of area gardens 
and reclaimed lots with 18 gardens and 
farms participating

.. 53 Garden events were hosted by  
9 community gardens in our City 
Growers program

.. exPanded Community GrowinG 
sPaCe by 5,124 sq. Ft., including 34 
raised beds and 38 in-ground beds

.. Piloted a Community Garden 
sustainability evaluation tool 
with 26 community gardens and farms. 
The series of questions measures a garden’s 
sustainability based on 8 categories such as 
leadarship and zero waste 

.. Convened over 80 leaders  
from non profits and city government 
for the Urban Agriculture Policy  
Symposium to discuss key urban food 
issues in Pittsburgh.

.. 424 PeoPle donated 1,654 hours  
to our community garden program

.. hosted 6 sChools to Community 
Food events at the Flagship Edible 
Schoolyard schools and shared school-
grown produce with over 325 families

.. delivered 84 Pounds oF ProduCe to 
8 Families over 9 weeks in a pilot CSA 
with the Homewood Children’s Village

.. delivered 181 Pounds oF ProduCe 
to 10 seniors over 14 weeks in a pilot 
Braddock Senior CSA

.. toP 3 veGetables sold at Shiloh farm 
stand: red tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, and 
kale

.. toP 3 veGetables sold at Braddock 
farm stand: red tomatoes, collard greens, 
and kale

.. 8,391 orGaniC edible seedlinGs sold

.. 1,050 orGaniC edible seedlinGs  
donated to community gardens

.. 1,604 Pounds oF ProduCe donated

.. 5.9 tons oF Food Grown at Brad-
dock Farms, Shiloh Farm and Frick 
Greenhouse— an increase of over 2 tons 
of food from last year

.. 6,438 Pounds oF Food sold to  
loCal residents

.. 4,230 Pounds oF Food sold to 
restaurants

.. 42% inCrease in earned revenue from 
produce sold

.. 30% inCrease in farm stand revenue

.. 224 PeoPle donated 637 hours to 
Braddock Farms, Shiloh Farm and the 
Frick Greenhouse

we build and  
suPPort Gardens:

.. 1,943 students were tauGht  
Food-based lessons and spent  
488 hours in the garden and classroom 
through the Edible Schoolyard  
Pittsburgh Flagship program

.. launChed a “train the trainer” 
model edible sChoolyard  
PittsburGh aFFiliate ProGram  
and began working with 4 schools: 
Propel Homestead, Pittsburgh Miller, 
Carnegie Elementary School and 
Clairton Middle School

.. emPloyed 8 youth For 6 weeks 
throuGh the urban Farmers in 
traininG (UFIT) summer internship 
program at Braddock Farms— youth 
worked 191 hours learning about the  
local food system and urban farming

.. 9 restaurants and 13 CheFs 
volunteered 98 hours to the Edible 
Schoolyard Pittsburgh Flagship program 
and reached over 800 students

.. worked with 6 hiGh sChool 
youth in the Homewood-based Bridge 
to College Program for 5 weeks planting 
and maintaining Homewood garden beds

.. held 13 skillshare workshoPs 
with 221 PartiCiPants

.. 4 aPPrentiCes worked 2,816 hours 
with Braddock Farms, Shiloh and Frick 
Greenhouse Managers learning about 
urban farming

.. Piloted a shelter-based Family  
GardeninG workshoP with Home-
less Children’s Education fund that 
reached 50 children and 30 parents

.. 142 PeoPle donated 331 volunteer 
hours to the Edible Schoolyard

we teaCh PeoPle how 
to Grow Food: we Grow Food:

aCComPlishments:



“I expected to learn  
techniques in urban  
farming. But I couldn’t  
have known how much 
there was to learn.”

— Urban Farm Apprentice

2013 Community Garden 
survey snapshot:  
Because of their involvement 
with their community garden:
-86% of respondents said they 
eat more fruits and vegetables.
-75% agree they are more  
physically active.
-95% say they have met more 
people in their neighborhood.

“Grow pittsburgh’s approach 
helps students understand 
how science and nutrition 
work together to help them 
maintain their own health 
and show them the beauty 
of the natural growing cycle.” 

— Dr. Linda Lane, PPS Superintendent

“It’s motivating me to have 
my own farm at home.”

— Jonathan, UFIT Intern



* Figures based on un-audited financial statements

Membership: 6%

Grants: 78%

Earned Income: 16%

Revenue*

Fundraising: 7%

Program Expenses: 75%

Operations: 18%

expense*

“I loved trying and  
tasting the vegetables 
when we went to the 
garden. I tried a lot of 
new foods.”

— Edible Schoolyard Student



#1 Cochran
AE Works Ltd.
AgRecycle
Allegheny County 
Conservation District
Allegheny County Economic 
Development(ACED)
Allegheny County Health 
Department
Allen H & Selma W. 
Berkman Trust
Alphagraphics
American Community 
Gardeners
American Eagle
American Healthfairs LLC
Apteka Catering
Avenue B
Bar Marco LLC
Biddle’s Escape
Big Burrito Restaurant  
Group
Black Rhino Recycling
Blind and Vision  
Rehabilitation
Blue Dust
BNY Mellon Community 
Partnership
Borough of Braddock
Braddock Carnegie 
Library Association
Brooklyn Grange
Bryant Street Market
Buhl Foundation
Carson Street Deli
Casbah
City of Pittsburgh
Clarion River Organics
Colcom Foundation
Coraopolis Community 
Development Foundation
Coraopolis Water  
and Sewer Authority
Crazy Alice’s Cafe
Cure
Dollar Bank
dysARTdesign
E2
East End Brewing
East End Food Co-op

Eat’n Park Hospitality Group
Engine House 25
Enrico’s Biscotti
Evey True Value
evolveEA LLC
Fairmont Pittsburgh
First Commonwealth Bank
Flying Biscotti Group LLC
Forrest Hills Coffee Co.
Foster Meats
Franktuary
Frick Cafe
Frick Park Market
Garden Club of Allegheny 
County
Garden Dreams Urban Farm and 
Nursery
GoodFellas
Grable Foundation
Green Building Alliance
Green Mountain Energy
GTECH Strategies
H. John Heinz III College
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation
Herbein + Company, Inc.
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Homestead Borough
Homewood Children’s Village
Industry Public House
Jackson/Clark Partners
Jitters
Johnny’s Seeds
Juice Up 412
Keys Service Corps
La Prima Espresso Co, Inc.
Legume
Levin Furniture
Lawrenceville United
Mansions On Fifth

McCune Foundation
Mother Earth News Fair
Myles and Faye Sampson  
Family Foundation
Natrona Comes Together 
Association
National Church Residences
Nature’s Way Market of 
Greensburg
Neighborhood Print Shop
Nina Baldwin Fisher 
Foundation
Normandy Industries, Inc.
PA Women’s Agricultural 
Network
Panera Bread
Parkhurst Dining Services
PASA
Penns Corner Farm Alliance
Pennsylvania Resources Council
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts
Pittsburgh Colfax K-8
Pittsburgh Dilworth PreK-5
Pittsburgh Faison K-5
Pittsburgh Green Clean
Pittsburgh Montessori PreK-8
PNC Foundation
PNC Charitable Trusts
Priory Pastries
RAIN Barrels of PA
Rainbow Kitchen Community 
Services
Rania’s
Ray Myles Creative
Red Oak Cafe
Revive Marketing Group
Reyna Foods
RK Mellon Foundation
Roger Laib Fine Carpentry, LLC
Root 174

“I can walk right outside and get fresh  
vegetables to cook and eat!”

—Boxy Caulfield Memorial gardener and resident of Northside YMCA

S&T Wealth Management
Salt of the Earth
Sampson Foundation
Sign Creators
Soergel Orchards
South Side Slopes 
Neighborhood Association
Spoon
Square Cafe
Steel Valley Enterprise Zone, Inc.
Strada
Tender Bar and Kitchen
The Environmental Charter 
School at Frick Park
The Fresh Market
The Heinz Endowments
The Pittsburgh Foundation
The Porch at Schenley
The Saxifrage School
The Unity Group of Clairton
The Urban Gardener
The YMCA of Greater Pittsburgh
Tin Front Cafe
Today’s Market
Tree Pittsburgh
Turner Dairy Farms
Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh 
Charter School
Urban Tree LLC
Verde Mexican  
Kitchen and Cantina
WESA/WYEP
Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy
Whole Foods Market- East 
Liberty
Whole Foods Market- Wexford
Wild Rosemary Bistro
World-Class Industrial Network
Zero Waste Pittsburgh

thAnk you to ouR 2013 DonoR suppoRteRs!
orGanizations



thAnk you to ouR 2013 DonoR suppoRteRs!
individuals
Tamara Abell
Sarah Aerni
Judith Albert
Charles Alcorn
Allenby & Co.
Alyce Amery-Spencer
Michael Antelman
Kathy Arnheim
Douglas and  
Janis Arnold
Jay Aronson
John Artz
Kenia Ashby
Laura Ayer
Elizabeth Baran
William Barron
James Bauerle
Johnette and  
John Belachek
William and  
Vivian Benter
William Bernstein
Stacy Bodow
Debra Bogen
Chris and Jennifer
Alexis Book
Kate Borger
Jim and Cathy Braham
Steve and Eileen 
Brazinski
Jim & Suzy Broadhurst
Mark Broadhurst
Lisa Brown
David Bulman
Don and Jane Burke
Kristi Burry
Jane Butcher
Martin and  
Jennifer Calihan
Douglas Campbell &  
Shelley Bould Campbell
Linda Cangiano
Christopher Capato
Carla Castagnero
George & Meg Cheever
Norman & Gail Childs
Nancy Chubb
Lisa Ciccarelli
Jay & Mary Cleveland
Ellen and Jeff Cohen
Paige Cohen
Theresa Colecchia  
and Christian Lebiere
Rachel and  
Gregory Colker
Michael and  
Elizabeth Concordia

Dean and Kara 
Conomikes
Rene Conrad
Timothy Cook
James Cooper
Rebecca Cost Snyder
Carol and Gary Cozen
Ann Criss
Maribea Crosby
David and Margaret 
Damico
Eileen D’Appolonia 
Muse
James Dattilo
Ronald and Lynn 
Davenport
William Demchak and 
Debra Kline Demchak
Susan Denmark
Alexander Denmarsh
Alexander Dick
Elliott and Laura Dinkin
Anna Doering
Kathleen Donnelly
Kenneth Doyno
Nick Duarte and 
Meghan Lindsey
David and Robin Durr
Jonathan Elsas
F. August Engel and 
Annie Hanna Engel
Ann English
Danforth & Nancy Fales
Francis and Eve Ferraro
Susan Fineman
Diane Fisher
Elinor Fisher
Christopher and 
Dawn Fleischner
Sherrie Flick
Ronald & Lois Folino
Steven Forman
Sam Franklin
Robert Friday
Theresa Friday
Robert Friedlander and  
Eugenia Balodimas 
Friedlander
Robin Friedman
Susan Frischman
Bill Fuller
Steven and Carol Fulton
Alona Fyshe
R B Gabler
Carla Garfield
Jessica Geis-Frysinger
Kristina and  
Peter Gerszten

Cathy Ginsberg
Nettie Glickman
Kip Goldberg and 
Joan Beyer Goldberg
Brian Gollum
Cindy Goodman Leib 
and Scott Leib
Barbara Grabowski
Ronald Greenberg
Katie Griffin
Yram and Merris Groff
Eleanor Grossman
Ina Gumberg
Maria Guyette
Stephen and Linda 
Halpern
Matthew Hannigan
Cecelia Hard
Thomas and Lori 
Hardiman
Hannah Hardy
John and Catherine 
Harper
Stephen Hart
Thomas Hay
Kathryn Heidemann
Catharine Hickey
R Philip Hilf
Marie and Joe 
Hinchliffe
Harry Hochheiser
Daniel and Vicki 
Holthaus
Abigail Horn
Knowledge Hudson
William and Janet Hunt
Sharon Huntermark
Joan Isenberg
Carol Stewart James
Jane Kaminski
Gary and Lori Kaplan
Andrea Karsh
Barbara Kauffman  
and Jerry Okoko
Jordan Kay
Paul Kelly
Sydelle Kessler
Barbara King
Lynda Kirchhofer
Michael & Alicia Klein
Lynn Klein
Charles and Mary 
Beth Kremser
Rebecca Kyriazis
Rebecca Label
Katherine Lalor
Kathy Lalor

Sarah Larkin
Deborah Larson
Gina Lasky
Kate Laskey and  
Tomasz Skowronski
Peter Lavorini
Bruno and  
Diane Lazzaris
Elizabeth Lebow
Christopher and Mary 
Beth Leech
Louis Leff and Susan 
Auerbach Leff
Patricia Lemer
John and Bonnie Levey
Catherine Lewis
Sara Lickey
Cate Linn
Jacquelyn and  
Lawrence Lobl
Mark and Catherine 
Loevner
Brian and Julie Long
Katherine Lynch
Jennifer Mahoney
Kathleen Mahoney
Craig Marcus
Ellen Marks
Paul and  
Charlene Marquart
Barrie Mars
Hugh McGough and 
Kris Rust
Aloysius and Mary 
Lou McLaughlin
James and  
Kelly McLeland
Paula McWilliams
Emily Medine and 
Michael Schwartz
Susanna Meyer
Mark and Amy Meyer
Lois Michaels
Laura Miller
Ralph Miller
Marcie Milletary
Sara Mills-Knapp
Dave and  
Rose Molder
Patricia A Morgan
Susan Mucha
James and Jennifer Muse
Sanford and  
Roslyn Neiman
Suki Nelson
Richard and  
Susan Nernberg
Amy Nixon
Neil and Claire Notkin

Timothy O’Brien and 
Jessica Hecht O’Brien
Helen Ortmann
Peggy Ott
Stephanie Otten
Carol and Spiro Papas
Stephen Parker
Toby’s People
Kevin Perkey
Tara Perry
Carl Pezzino
Nathan Piper
Shannon Plush
Cynthia Politano
Peter Popivchak
Joylette Portluck and 
Bryan Pendleton
Cassandra Priddy
Frank Rath and Diana 
Mrvos Rath
Carolyn Reed
Thomas Reinecke
James and Kristin 
Richards
Kristen Risa
James and Linda 
Rosenbloom
Renee Rosensteel
Ted and Nadine 
Rosenthal
Anthony and  
Karen Ross
Jill Ruppel
Joy Sabl
Guy and Joann Scanga
William and  
Mikell Schenck
Ellis and Christina 
Schmidlapp
Katherine Schott
Marc Schwartz
Janet Schwartz 
Berkowitz and  
Morton Berkovitz
Robert and Mary Scott
Jessica Sculley
Rita Seltman
Janet Seltman
Sharon Semenza and 
William Robinson
Gary Shank
Daniel and  
Barbara Shapira
Edith Shapira and 
Mark Schmidhofer
Jesse Sharrard
Harvey and Karen 
Shipkovitz
David Short

Perry and Lora  
Sigesmund
Benjamin and  
Joanne Simon
Jody Slater
Karen Sloan
Keith and  
Barbara Smith
Keith Somers and 
Deborah Moss Somers
Jonathan Spatz
Amy Spear  
and Ted Bovard
Spectrum Charter 
School, Inc.
Holly Sphar
Michael Staresinic
Justin Steel
Alan Steinberg  
and Patty Mooney
Mervin and  
Marcia Stewart
Carol Stewart James 
and Ian James
Joanna Stone
Richard Stypula  
and Marie Fiduccia
Kasia Sudol
Valerie Sweeney
Carol Tabas
Louis Talotta
Jim and Shelley Taylor
Katherine Thomas
Madhavan Thuppal
Stephen Tirone
Francesca Torello
Chad Townsend
Daniel W Vandenburgh
Mari Vandenburgh
Peter and Peg  
Watt-Morse
Alaina Webber
Ellen Weber
Sharon Weisberg
Eric Werner
R. Stanton Wettick 
and Nancy Hazlett
Tiffany Wilhelm
Ted Wilkes
Emily Winn
John Wojtyna
Lise Woodward
Steven and  
Ginny Wright
William and Joyanne 
Youngblood
Nancy Zappala
Kevin Zollman
Edward G. Zullo

“Working on the farm I learned better life skills, 
eating habits and working skills.”

Please forgive us if we missed you in these pages, it was not intentional

— Duulane, UFIT Intern



Maria Bowman  
Edible Schoolyard Pittsburgh Program Manager

Marshall Hart 
Braddock Farms Manager

Kate Hickey 
Director of Operations

Molly McHolme 
Edible Schoolyard Pittsburgh Garden Educator

Jessica McNally 
City Growers Assistant

Marisa Manheim 
City Growers Coordinator

Cassandra Morgan 
Greenhouse and Shiloh Farm Manager

Susanna Meyer 
Director of Agricultural Production

Eli Nesson  
Office Manager

Julie Butcher Pezzino 
Executive Director

James Rowell 
Edible Schoolyard Pittsburgh Garden Educator

Jake Seltman 
Director of Educational Programming

Rayden Sorock 
City Growers Assistant

Courtney Thrall 
Edible Schoolyard Pittsburgh Senior Garden Educator

GRoW pIttsBuRGh teAm:

Emily Baddock, City Growers Program Assessment Intern
Jewell Bohlinger, Greenhouse & Shiloh Farm Apprentice 
Kristen Hunninen, Braddock Farms Senior Apprentice
David Madden, Greenhouse & Shiloh Farm Senior Apprentice
Kathleen Poth, Braddock Farms Apprentice
Emma Strong, Education Intern
Sarah Trujillo, External Affairs Intern

AppRentIce & InteRn teAm:
Special thanks to all our interns and volunteers of 2013!

Jennifer Calihan
Tim Cook
Kathryn Heidemann
Jordan Kay
Claudia Saladin, Board Chair

BoARD of DIRectoRs:
Alexander Saksen
Mari Vandenburgh, Treasurer
Julie Walker, Secretary
Mike Yoemans

Grow PittsburGh 2013:

contAct
6587 Hamilton Ave #2W . Pittsburgh, PA 15206
info@growpittsburgh.org . 412.362.4769 . growpittsburgh.org


